Acute pancreatitis caused by biliary ascaris in pregnancy.
Ascaris lumbroicoides is the most prevalent human parasite worldwide. Although usually asymptomatic, ascaris is responsible for a variety of severe complications such as intestinal obstruction, cholangitis, or hepatitis, which are caused by worm migration. This article is the second known case report of pancreatitis caused by biliary ascaris during pregnancy. We also review the pathophysiology of this disease and review the various treatment modalities available for pregnant patients. We believe that because of the growing influx of immigrants from endemic areas into the United States, the clinician needs a basic understanding of the etiology, diagnosis, and treatment of biliary ascarasis.